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Additional comments on the A417 re-development proposals 
 
At the AGM of the Cotswold Way Association (CWA) held on the 10th August 2018 
the issue of the various proposals for the re-development of the A417 was raised, 
as it will have a significant impact on the Cotswold Way. 
 
In March 2018 the CWA submitted comments (copy attached) in response to the 
Highways England consultation based on the impact that both Option 12 and 
Option 30 would have on (i) the routing of the Cotswold Way and other walking 
trails, (ii) the impact on the landscape around the Cotswold Way, and (iii) the effect 
on historic and protected landscapes.  However, at the AGM several of our 
members suggested that a proposal put forward by Ramblers be considered as a 
realistic modification to Option 30 which would address some of the CWA’s 
concerns without the need for long tunnels.   
 
The core of this proposal involves the creation of a “green bridge” in the central 
part of the proposed cutting, on which the Air Balloon pub, Cotswold Way, 
Gloucestershire Way, current A417 and a significant amount of natural vegetation 
would remain undisturbed.  
 

             
A417 cutting shown in Option 30      Proposed “green bridge” 
 
The benefits of such a proposal are as follows…  
 
1. The routing of the Cotswold Way and Gloucestershire Way would be unaffected 

by the re-development project and there would be minimal impact during the 
construction phase of the project. 

2. The “green bridge” would provide a valuable wildlife corridor between the two 
SSSI sites which would otherwise be separated by a deep cutting. 
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3. The historic Air Balloon pub would be retained as a popular meeting place on 
the Cotswold Escarpment. 

4. The “green bridge” has the additional advantage of allowing the A417 & A436 
traffic to continue to flow during construction.  A cutting would break the M4-M5 
continuity by re-routing trunk traffic for a period via the A429, A435, A40 & A46, 
which are not well-placed to cope. 

As a result of the discussions the trustees agreed that the CWA should support the 
proposal put forward by the Ramblers of a “green bridge” as part of the re-
development of the A417. 
 
 

 
 
John Bartram 
Chairman – Cotswold Way Association 
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Comments on the A417 proposals by the  
Cotswold Way Association 

 
Headlines 
The hugely popular Cotswold Way National Trail will be severely impacted by both 
of the proposed A417 route options as they pass through one of the most important 
parts of the Cotswold escarpment. We are looking for clear statements about what 
protection the area will have, the restitution of the surroundings and the 
maintenance of one of the most used and internationally valued walking routes in 
the UK 
 
In our view these proposals are ill-considered and simply an attempt to drive 
through the cheapest possible solution, whereas the best solution would be to take 
the road away from this sensitive area.  Hence one of the discarded tunnel options 
should be re-considered. 
 
 
Further Details 
The Cotswold Way Association is a registered charity dedicated to the 
improvement of the Cotswold Way National Trail and related long distance paths. A 
visit to our website will demonstrate the practical support we provide – 
www.cotswoldwayassociation.org.uk 
 
Our concerns about the A417 re-development proposals relate to the impact the 
development will have on the Cotswold Way which currently crosses the A417 at 
the A436 roundabout.  However the proposals submitted in the consultation totally 
lack any detail as to how they will impact on the trail and more particularly on the 
landscape surrounding it, they are just lines on a map without any of the 
information needed for us and those concerned with the environment to reach any 
conclusions. 
 
Our specific concerns are as follows :- 
 
1. Routing of the Cotswold Way National Trail and other walking routes   Our 

National Trails, with their high standards of maintenance, clear signage and 
ease of access are cornerstones for introducing walking to as many people as 
possible, with all the benefits well documented by the NHS and supported by 
governments of all parties. The Cotswold Way is walked by thousands of 
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people every year and is the base for a support industry from Bath to Chipping 
Campden, an industry that brings in significant foreign currency and has the 
highest environmental standards. We look for a clear statement that the 
Cotswold Way National Trail will remain open to walkers throughout  the works 
and when finally realigned will be on a safe and aesthetically pleasing route and 
no less commodious that the present routing . 
 
Other long distance routes, and well-used paths intersect with the Cotswold 
Way at this location. Again, we wish to see, at this stage, assurances that these 
routes or acceptable diversions remain in place, and that any closures are 
strictly temporary, with closure and re-opening dates clearly defined as early as 
possible. 

 
2. Impact on the Landscape around the Cotswold Way   The popularity of the 

Cotswold Way is in no small way due to the quality of the scenery along the 
Cotswold escarpment through which it passes.  One of the most spectacular 
sections is crossing the valley between Crickley Hill and Birdlip Hill.  
 
The consultation documents admit that “both surface routes will have an 
adverse effect on the landscape and impact the overall scenery in this area.”  
The comments that “widening the existing route corridor through the sensitive 
escarpment at Air Balloon roundabout will minimise the impact on the 
escarpment elsewhere” is of little help to the Cotswold Way as this is where the 
trail crosses the valley.  Therefore it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that 
both of the proposed options will have a devastating impact on the landscape 
along this section of the Cotswold Way and will therefore seriously reduce the 
enjoyment of the walk. 

 
3. Effect on historic and protected landscapes   The Cotswold Way corridor 

between Crickley and Birdlip Hills is unique in that it is host to the Crickley Hill 
and Barrow Wake Sites of Special Scientific Interest and also the scheduled 
historic monuments of Emma’s Grove and Crickley Hill Camp.  The consultation 
document admits that there is the potential to adversely impact all these sites 
as well as to negatively impact the wildlife populations of the area. 
 
Recent studies and reviews have emphasized the need to join environmentally 
protected areas to allow passage of wildlife of all descriptions. Both route 
options would sever forever any link between the two SSSI areas of nationally 
scarce habitat and would be a massive negative development. 
 
There is no allowance in the consultation proposals for the restitution of the 
land along the present line of the road. To leave an unnecessary tarmac and 
concrete scar in place in an area such as this is clearly unacceptable and would 
make the zone of impact even wider just where the Cotswold Way crosses the 
valley 

 
What should happen … 
We are presented with a choice between two proposals which both follow the 
valley between Crickley and Birdlip Hills where it is crossed by the Cotswold Way. 
What is needed is for the road to take a totally different route and hence one of the 
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tunnel options previous discarded should be re-considered.  The consultation 
documentation shows that Options 12 and 30 are the worst possible choices on 
every basis other than cost.  
 

 
 
John Bartram 
Chairman – Cotswold Way Association 
 


